
REUBEN LUCAS’ designs have been seen onstage at 
the Denver Center Theatre Company, Theatre Aspen, 
Indiana Festival Theatre, Curious Theatre Company, and 
others. He was the resident scenic design associate at 
the Denver Center Theatre Company from 2008-2012, 
where he worked on more than 40 productions with na-
tionally known designers. Currently, Lucas is assistant 
professor of scenic design at Indiana University. He is a 
member of United Scenic Artists Local 829.

DESIGN STATEMENT 
This is a world where the population has decreased 
substantially due to the ravages of a virus, fires, and ra-
diation. The society is in a state of upheaval with the 
sudden and dramatic loss of friends, families, and cul-
ture. The survivors are doing their best to cope with this 
loss through the retelling of a unifying cultural televi-
sion phenomenon. 

This loss, the loneliness felt by the survivors and 
the desire to hold onto the past are represented on-stage 
by an environment that is open and expansive to fur-
ther enhance the survivor’ s limited population. In ad-
dition, the physical remains of the electric world are 
present on-stage in the form of an aging and decaying 
warehouse environment. Without the means of manu-
facturing, this society has put more value on the retell-
ing of “The Simpsons” episodes than on tangible items. 
So much so, they are willing to kill for the words. This 
warehouse is devoid of all goods expected in our current 
consumerist society and takes on a greater role of hold-
ing this fragile society together as a location to perform 
the patchwork “The Simpsons” episodes. 

As the retelling of these stories are passed down 
over the generations, they become skewed, and the en-
vironment follows suit with skewed forms. Even though 
it is 75 years in the future in the last act, the large, rigid, 
and decaying structure of the warehouse still looms over 
the characters as a ruin and reminder of what once was.
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Rendering of Act 1

Act Three Houseboat: Jason Craig West, Tara Chiusano, Elaine Cotter, Robert Toms, Audrey Heinlein, Christian Fary

Act One. Actors: Scott Van Wye, Robert 
Toms, Tara Chiusano, Courtney Reid 
Harris, Alex Goodman, Jason Craig West
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Model showing the riverboat in Act 3
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